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2379 November 18, 1904 

Report from Matanzas — Mortuary statistics. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports November 7, as follows 
for the week ended November 5, 1904: 

Bills of health were issued during same period to 5 vessels leaving 
this port for the United States in good sanitary condition. 

No contagious or infectious disease has been reported during the 
past week. 

According to information, the municipal officers of this city purpose 
to make renewed efforts before Congress, during the next session, 
to the end of again securing the cooperation of the General Govern- 
ment for the proper cleaning and sanitation of the city. It is to be 
hoped that the new petition may meet with success, inasmuch as the 

E resent sanitary status constitutes a serious menace to the public 
ealth. 

Following are the mortuary statistics of the city of Matanzas cover- 
ing the last eleven days of October, 1904: 



Causes of death. 



Number 
of deaths. 



Bertillon 
number. 



Tuberculosis pulmonary 

Tetanus, infantile 

Enteritis (under 2 years old) . 

Hemorrhage, cerebral 

Eclampsia, puerperal 

Athrepsia 

Cancer of pancreas 

Broncho-pneumonia 

Total >. 



27 
72 

1 I 105 

1 j 64 

1 j 138 

1 105 

1 [ 45 

2 i 92 



Annual rate of mortality per 1,000, 10.64; estimated population, 48,000. 

Reports from, Santiago — Inspection of vessels — Mortuary report. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, November 2, as follows: 
During the week ended October 29, 1904, bills of health were issued 
to five vessels bound for the United States. On all these bills of health 
I put the condition of the port as "good," and under "Remarks" I 
noted one case of yellow fever at Punta de Sal, across the bay ; removed 
to lazaretto at Cayo Duan. On the steamship Manhansefs bill of 
health I noted in addition that it was at the wharf at Punta de Sal. I 
will continue making this remark until quarantine is removed on 
November 12. 

No additional case of yellow fever has been reported, but there was 
a suspicious case at Cobre on October 30, which was removed to Cayo 
Duan for observation. On November 2 he was discharged, the diag- 
nosis of malaria having been made. 1 give a full report of him in the 
special report which I mail to-day under separate cover. 
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Mortuary report for Santiago de Cuba for the week ended October 29, 1904. 



Causes of death. 



Num- 
ber. 



Ber- 
tillon 
num- 
ber. 



Tubercle of lungs 

Cancer of stomach 

Alcoholism 

Meningitis 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

General paralysis 

Epilepsy 

Broncho-pneumonia 

Diarrhea and enteritis (under 2 years) 

Chronic enteritis , 

Bright's disease 

Total 



1.5 



27 

40 

56 

61 

61 

67 

69 

92 
105 
105a 
120 



Annual rate of mortality for the week, 17.14 per 1,000. Estimated population, 45,500. 

Further concerning case of yellow fever at Punta de Sal — Possible 
source of infection — Suspicious case at Cobre. 

On October 25 I wrote reporting the presence of a case of yellow 
fever, and giving you the history of the case up to the 24th. 1 write 
now to give you the further history of the case up to his discharge, 
cured, which 1 have copied from Doctor Bisbee's notes, as follows: 

Tuesday, October 25, 1904.— Temperature, 37.8° C. (mouth); pulse, 74 at 9 a. m. 
Urine more abundant, not examined; tongue clean, broad, and moist; rash almost 
disappeared; seems brighter; is quieter; slight epigastralgia; had a bowel movement; 
density of the blood 1.057; conjunctival injection diminishing. 6 p. m. : Temperature, 
37.7° 0. (mouth) ; pulse, 86, quiet; urinated; general condition better. 

Dr. J. Guiteras, who arrived at 12 p. m. by train, went right out to see him, getting 
there about 1 a. m. 

Wednesday, October 26. — 7 a. m., temperature, 37° C. (mouth); pulse, 70. 9.10 
a. m., temperature, 37.2° C. (mouth); pulse, 72. 10 a. m., temperature, 37.4° C. 
(mouth); pulse, 76. Vomited; general condition better. Doctor Guiteras saw him 
again and tried Ehrlich's diazo reaction for typhoid fever, also examined blood 
microscopically. Ehrlich's reaction was negative; no parasites found microscopically. 
Doctor Guiteras declared it was yellow fever. 

2.05 p. m. had an attack of heart failure, caused by getting up to have a bowel 
movement. He complained of feeling badly, turned pale, and lost the color of his 
lips. Af 2.40 p. m. had a cold sensation. 

4 p. m. temperature, 37.6° C. (mouth); pulse, 78. Began to take milk and lime- 
water. Had 1 milligram of strychnine sulphate, by mouth; vomited; bowels 
rather loose for the last two or three days; sleeps well. 

Thursday, October 27.— Temperature, 36.6° C. (mouth); pulse, 72 at 6 a. m. Was 
not seen in morning, but condition reported by telephone. Temperature and pulse 
remained about the same. At 4.50 p. m., temperature, 37° C. (mouth); pulse, 78. 

5 p. m., temperature, 37.2° C. (mouth); pulse, 80. Visited by Doctors Guiteras, 
Agostini, Caminero, Del Campo, Hechavarria, Illas, and Bisbee. Patient much bet- 
ter and wanting to eat. Conjunctivae jaundiced; conjunctival injection disappearing; 
no pains; feces almost natural; passing larger quantities of urine; albumin rapidly 
disappearing, now find traces only by acetic acid and boiling. This morning had 
strychnine sulphate, 1 milligram, by mouth. Had a hard bowel movement. Has 
not vomited. Allowed chicken broth. 

Monday, October 31. — Patient has made an uninterrupted recovery, and was dis- 
charged cured to-day. Before leaving the hospital he was allowed to eat beefsteak. 

In spite of the number of doctors who have examined the patient 
there are some who doubt the diagnosis. One of the reasons urged 
against it is that on October 31 (thirteen days after he was taken sick) 
he was allowed to eat beefsteak before leaving the hospital. They 
say if it had been yellow fever this would have brought on a relapse. 



